
 

 

Data Collection Tool 
High-Quality Writing Instruction 

 
Teacher:  

Date Collected:  

Assessor:  
Holistically, in terms of teacher actions observed today, did this class hit the 
vision of high-quality writing instruction?  What is the evidence you saw 
today? 

Yes Not Yet 

Possible Examples of Teacher Actions Aligned 
 to the Vision of High-Quality Writing Instruction 

Evident 
Not Yet 
Evident 

Teacher provides skillful, instructional scaffolding with the gradual release model of 
instruction (I do, we do, you do) to ensure students are able to write texts of varied 
lengths and genres.  

  

Teacher provides students opportunities for authentic writing that takes place in a 
real-world context and addresses real-world needs. 

  

Teacher models writing, self-evaluation of writing, and collaborative evaluation of 
writing to show that writing is an individual and collaborative activity.  

  

Teacher provides students with examples and assigns writing that asks students to 
interpret and analyze in a wide variety of genres.   

  

Teacher requires writers to think critically and discuss their writing decisions.    

Teacher utilizes a variety of approaches and shows that writing is a way of learning, 
and gives students many opportunities to explore ideas with writing. 

  

Teacher provides students opportunities to experience writing in interactive ways by 
encouraging students to work together at every stage of the writing process.  

  

Teacher requires all students to write extensively and for extended lengths of time 
based on age and development.  

  

Teacher uses strategies of formative assessment to provide students feedback in 
all stages of writing. 

  

Holistically, in terms of student actions observed today, did this class hit the 
vision of high-quality writing instruction?  What is the evidence you saw 
today in this classroom? 

Yes Not Yet 

Possible Examples of Student Actions Aligned 
 to the Vision of High-Quality Writing Instruction 

Evident 
Not Yet 
Evident 

Students analyze, comment on, compare, and share their thinking about writing 
through learning-focused "talk".    

Students utilize a combination of self-evaluation and peer evaluation strategies.    

Students explicitly discuss writing decisions within a variety of contexts and genres.    
Students utilize self-evaluation, peer evaluation, and teacher feedback in all phases 
of the writing process to enhance their writing.    

Students analyze writing, think critically, and discuss writing decisions.    
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Students use computers for writing and collaboration with other writers.   

Students write in a wide variety of genres and for different audiences.    

Students write extensively and for extended periods.   

Students' writing exhibits the ability to make claims and support with evidence.    

In terms of data collection, instruction is said to be aligned to the vision when the holistic question in 
both teacher actions and student actions is answered YES.  

 
 
 
 


