
 

 

Data Collection Tool 
High-Quality Social Studies Instruction 

 
Teacher:  

Date Collected:  

Assessor:  

Holistically, in terms of teacher actions observed today, did this class hit the vision 
of high-quality social studies instruction?  What is the evidence you saw today? 

Yes Not Yet 

Possible Examples of Teacher Actions Aligned 
 to the Vision of High-Quality Social Studies Instruction 

Evident 
Not Yet 
Evident 

Teacher provides skillful, instructional scaffolding with the gradual release model of 

instruction (I do, we do, you do) to ensure students are able to become independent and 
self-regulated learners.  

  

Teacher ensures that students become aware of the values, complexities, and dilemmas 
involved in an issue. 

  

Teacher ensures that instruction focuses on sustained examination of a few important 
topics rather than superficial coverage of many. 

  

Teacher promotes subject specific “talk” that facilitates the construction of meaning and 
develops important social understanding. 

  

Teacher models and asks students to engage in reflective thinking and decision-making as 
events unfold during instruction.  

  

Teacher guides students to consider the ethical dimensions of topics and addresses 
controversial issues, providing an arena for reflective development of concern for the 

common good and application of social values.  

  

Teacher encourages recognition of opposing points of view, respect for well-supported 
positions, sensitivity to cultural similarities and differences, and a commitment to social 
responsibility.   

  

Teacher models seriousness of purpose and a thoughtful approach to inquiry, and uses 
instructional strategies designed to elicit and support similar qualities from students.  

  

Teacher expects students to provide well-reasoned arguments rather than opinions voiced 
without adequate thought or commitment. 

  

Holistically, in terms of student actions observed today, did this class hit the vision 
of high-quality social studies instruction?  What is the evidence you saw today in 
this classroom? 

Yes Not Yet 

Possible Examples of Student Actions Aligned 
 to the Vision of High-Quality Social Studies Instruction 

Evident 
Not Yet 
Evident 

Students analyze, comment on, compare, and share their thinking about social studies 

through learning-focused "talk" that facilitates the construction of meaning and develop 
important social understanding.    

Students think critically and make value-based decisions about social issues.    

Students show awareness and respect for opposing points of view and respect others’ 
positions.    

Students provide well-reasoned arguments orally and in writing.    

Students engage in reflective thinking and decision-making.    
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Students develop new understanding through a process of active construction of 
knowledge.    

Students engage in meaningful learning activities that focus on the most important ideas 

embedded in what they are learning.    

Students monitor their own learning through self-reflection and teacher feedback.    

In terms of data collection, instruction is said to be aligned to the vision when the holistic question in both 

teacher actions and student actions is answered YES.  

 
 
 
 


