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Anthropomorphism is defined as the “attribution of human characteristics or behavior to 

a god, animal, or object.”( Google) Authors use this when they write about characters that are not 

human. In Call of the Wild, Jack London uses anthropomorphism to show the emotion of love 

and perseverance for the reader to be more empathetic toward the dogs in this novel. 

The first way anthropomorphism was used was through the dogs’  perseverance. “They 

swung out on the trail with remarkable lack of exertion, turned their heads uneasily, and stopped 

in surprise. The driver was surprised, too; the sled had not moved. He called his comrades to 

witness the sight. Dave had bitten through both of Sol-leks’ traces, and was standing directly in 

front of the sled in his proper place.“(London, 44) This example makes readers more empathetic 

toward the dogs  because they can understand how tired the dogs were, yet they kept going. 

London's use of perseverance in the dogs enables the readers to relate to these characters in their 

difficult situations.  

The second way that London used anthropomorphism was through the dogs’ love to their 

owner. For example, “John Thornton and Buck looked at each other. ‘You poor devil,’ said John 

Thornton and Buck licked his hand.” (London, 58) Buck’s love for John Thornton really grew 

after all the tragedy and difficulty he had experienced. This relationship and love makes the 

readers more empathetic towards the dogs because they can easily understand why Buck would 

feel this way. Most readers can relate to relying on a loved after tragedy.  

In conclusion, London uses anthropomorphism to give human emotion and qualities to 

the dogs for the reader to connect and be understanding of the dogs. Most readers can relate to 



experiences involving perseverance and loving relationships, and this enables them to relate to 

the dogs on a deeper level. Anthropomorphism is a powerful tool that authors can use for readers 

to feel empathetic towards characters that are not human, just as London does in Call of the 

Wild.  

 

 


