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How are we disrupting the status quo this week? 
 
Many of you have defined your vision for the Intense Student Support Network. Most of 
those visions talk about amazing environments where adults build deep meaningful 
relationships with all children, where non-academic needs are identified and met, and 
where students aren’t even allowed to fail.  
 
It is within this amazing environment that I wish my own children had attended school. 
Yet sadly, this vision, or those similar to it, are far from the reality for each child. I 
commend you for courageously and boldly defining a vision for what it is you hope to 
accomplish with this Blueprint system.  
 
But how willing are we to actually do what it takes to produce it?  
 
It’s really easy to feed and clothe our children. While I in no way want to negate the 
importance of these acts, I want us to think about what these courageous visions really 
mean and what we need to change in order to realize those visions. What does it mean 
to value each child? What does it mean to build meaningful relationships with each child 
and what does it mean to create an environment in which it is more difficult to fail 
than it is to succeed?  
 
What practices are we eliminating that run counter to this vision? How do we identify 
them? How do we convince others that these practices oppose our vision? What does it 
take to convince adults that there’s a better way of educating our children?  
 
Learning shouldn’t be painful. Our classrooms should be a place where children’s 
hearts, souls, and minds are nurtured and grown. Let’s begin this work by disrupting 
those practices that don’t get us where we want to go. We may need to learn a new 
way of operating, a new way of doing our work, a new way of thinking about children 
and families. We’ll need that system to help us ensure that this vision is what we 
provide to each child.  
 
We can do it. Our children need us to do it. Quickly. Time is of the essence. Let’s not 
fail another generation of leaders. 
 
Let’s save lives today. 
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